
Extended Writing Task: Should People Need a Licence to Bring up Children?
Most people would agree that parents should give their children unconditional love, and be completely committed to caring for them. However, it is not uncommon to read stories of children being abused, neglected or abandoned by their parents in newspapers, television and the Internet. It has been argued that one way to protect children and better ensure that parents bring them up properly is to require people to have a parenting licence.

Write an essay for the school magazine that includes TWO arguments FOR and AGAINST issuing licences to bring up a child respectively. End the essay by persuading readers to either support or oppose the proposal. Write approximately 400 words.
END OF QUESTION

Extended Writing Task: Should People Need a Licence to Bring up Children?

Activity 1: Identifying arguments

Suggested answers:

	1. 
	Licences are needed for many activities. 

	2. 
	Many people are not effectively prepared for being parents.

	3. 
	Parents sometimes have children that have not been planned for. 

	4. 
	Parents sometimes know they are not able to take / capable of taking proper care of their children.

	5. 
	Parents sometimes expect others to take care of their children.


Activity 2: Making counter-arguments

Possible counter-arguments:

	1. 
	Children should be brought up by their parents, not strangers.  

	2. 
	It is ethically unacceptable to restrict who can be a parent.

	3. 
	It is difficult to judge who would be a “good” parent.

	4. 
	Having a licence do not necessarily make someone a better parent.


Activity 3: Writing

1. the structure of an argumentative essay:

· an introduction 

· give background information of the topic and explain why the topic is important to readers

· the body

· arguments FOR and AGAINST the proposal with supporting details

· a conclusion

· restate the writer’s stance

2. appropriate use of signposting words and cohesive devices:

a. connectors:
· for additional points / information (e.g. In addition to / Other than / Apart from using the Internet, students should also consult books in the library.)
· for contrasting ideas (e.g. While / Although the Internet provides a wide range of information, the information in books may be presented in greater depth.)
· for giving examples (e.g. Internet sites such as Google provide a wide range of information.)
a. information structure:
· presenting known facts or previously given information at the beginning of the sentence and new information at the end (e.g. Form Six students in Hong Kong now take the Diploma in Secondary Education Examination [old information], while students in India take the Higher Secondary Examination [new information].)
b. pronouns and relative pronouns:
· replacing nouns or noun phrases with pronouns (e.g. Hong Kong students work very hard before their examinations. They often attend classes at tutorial centres after school.)
· connecting clauses and replacing repeated nouns with relative pronouns (e.g. They study at tutorial centres, which provide classes designed specifically to prepare students for a particular examination.)
Marking Criteria*
	Content

	· relevance (relevant arguments for and against the proposal)
· depth of arguments (valid supporting details provided)

	Language and Style

	· sentence structure
· grammar and punctuation 
· vocabulary
· register, tone and style 

	Organisation

	· structure (a clear essay structure with an introduction, body paragraphs and a conclusion) 
· logical presentation and structuring of arguments 
· cohesion (clear connections between sentences and paragraphs)


· Based on the HKDSE draft descriptors for writing from Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education, English Language, Standards-referenced Reporting Information Package. Published by the Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment Authority (2009).

Additional resources:
Parenting tips- http://kidshealth.org/parent/positive/   
Tips to write argumentative essays - http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/685/05/   



Aims:


to construct arguments and counter-arguments


to present arguments persuasively and structure argumentative essays
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